

The Daily Advertiser
Stamp
Photo by: Daily Advertiser, Claudia B. Laws


Continued from Page 1B

Perrin

ist and academic enterprise.
But in the late 1980s, Perrin
said more people began to
realize the importance of
exploring the roots of Cajun
culture, culminating in 1994
with the reunion in New
Brunswick of 52 Acadian fam-
ilies.

“It was the first time those
families had organized
reunions, then in 2004 there
was the third reunion, in
Nova Scotia,” Perrin said.
“That was the province from
which the Acadians were
deported, which made it a
very moving experience.”

Trahan said part of
Perrin’s success comes from
involving other organizations
in his work.

“He’s always brought us in
the Acadian Memorial into
what he wants to do,” Trahan
said.

“I'm honored that we have
been able to be a part of his
efforts.”

Although many applaud
his work, Perrin has had his
detractors, especially as he
has fought to stop the use of

the term “coonass” to refer to
the Cajuns. Others have said
that under his leadership,
CODOFIL has strayed from its
original mission.

Perrin acknowledges that
the road has not always been
smooth, but also defends the
work he has done.

““We've had our setbacks,
we've had budgetary prob-
lems, but we've managed to
always come back,” Perrin
said.

“If not for CODOFIL, by
the year 2000, very few people
in Louisiana would have been
able to speak French. Too
many people have struggled
and suffered too much to let
that happen. It's just the
Cajun characteristics of
never giving up the good
fight.” °



