
 
 

 
By Warren A. Perrin, Chairman   September  2021 
 
 

American Legion Ceremony Postponed 

The 75th anniversary of the establishment of the Derouen-Moss 

Post 279 American Legion of Erath event is postponed due to 

COVID. We will keep you posted on the rescheduled date. 

Remembering a Living Legend: James Bollich 

The museum has added a new monthly feature titled 

“Remembering a Living Legend.”  

James Bollich, survivor of the Bataan Death March, 

recently celebrated his 100th birthday.  Bollich’s 

heritage is German and Acadian; his mother was a 

Boudreaux. In August 1940, he joined the Army Air 

Corps.  Bollich went to the Philippine Islands three 

weeks before the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor. When the 

Japanese invaded the Philippines, the US and Filipino forces 

retreated to the Bataan Peninsula. There, they held out for four 

months until the food and ammunition supplies ran out, 

necessitating the surrender of 70,000 American and Filipino 

troops.  To read his entire biography, visit 

https://www.acadianmuseum.com/legend.php?viewID=275  

Visit Us, “Like” Us on Facebook, or Shop in Our Store! 

The Acadian Museum is open Tuesday-Friday from 1-4 pm and 

Saturdays from 10-noon. Visit us online using the links below. For 

group tours, dial 337 456-7729. 

Website: www.acadianmuseum.com 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/AcadianMuseum 
Museum Store: www.acadianmuseum.com/boutique.html 
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SHARE THE GOOD NEWS! 
If you know anyone who’d like to get 
this newsletter, send their name and 
email address to darylinb@plddo.com.  
 
HELP PROMOTE THE CULTURE 

Your tax-deductible contributions1 can 
help fund these important projects: 

• Finding the lost location of our 
first Acadian settlement. 

• Transcribing and digitizing tapes 
of rare and valuable interviews. 

• Developing videos and podcasts 
for distribution online. 

• Promoting the French language 
and “immersion” programs. 

• Expanding and categorizing our 
holdings of cultural treasures. 

You can donate1 online or by sending a 
check to The Acadian Museum, P.O. 
Box 53597, Lafayette, LA 70505.  
 
UNSUBSCRIBE 
If you no longer wish to receive this 
newsletter, please send your request 
to darylinb@plddo.com. 
 
1The Acadian Museum is a Louisiana 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit. All contributions are tax-deductible. 

https://www.acadianmuseum.com/legend.php?viewID=275
http://www.acadianmuseum.com/
http://www.facebook.com/AcadianMuseum
http://www.acadianmuseum.com/boutique.html
mailto:darylinb@plddo.com
https://www.acadianmuseum.com/New_Acadia_Project.html?AID=2013305120017
https://www.acadianmuseum.com/howtohelp.html
mailto:darylinb@plddo.com
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LOUISIANA/CAJUN NEWS 

Pearl Harbor Veteran Relives History  

This article appeared on www.katc.com: 

Les Amis du Français en 

Vermillon, (Friends of French 

in Vermilion Parish), a 

nonprofit and French- 

speaking organization, 

welcomed WWII Navy 

Veteran, Jonas Perrin 

(right), as a special guest at 

their French Table, July 20. 

Friends of French is 

dedicated to the promotion 

and preservation of the 

French language and culture 

in Vermilion Parish. Perrin is 

a WWII veteran, whose first operation was Pearl 

Harbor, shared historical moments of America's 

second war in French. 

Born on February 18, 1926 in Prairie Greig, 

Louisiana, the 1942 Erath High School graduate 

enlisted in the Navy in February 1944, and 

shortly after training, reported to Pearl Harbor. 

Two years after Pearl Harbor, in May of 1944, his 

flight crew, with the USS Reno, joined Admiral 

Halsey’s 5th Fleet to join the fight in the Pacific, 

escorting carriers and bombers to campaigns in 

the Philippines, Saipan, Okinawa, Iwo Jima, and 

Guam as a part of Admiral Nimitz’s 3rd Fleet, 

they say. 

Perrin was a key figure in escorting the landing 

force to secure Guam, a key foothold for the US 

in the Pacific. Perrin was inducted into the Order 

of Living Legends.  

You can read the whole story here. 

La Table Postponed Due to COVID-19 

 

This also appeared on KATC.com:  

La Table Française, a weekly table meeting 

hosted by Les Amis du Français en Vermilion, has 

been postponed for the foreseeable future due 

to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Les Amis du Français en Vermilion director Layla 

Melancon said the decision was made "with a 

heavy heart." 

"Due to the current alarming situation 

surrounding COVID-19, I am concerned about 

putting our friends at risk by continuing to 

meet," the announcement says. 

The group met each Friday at 10 a.m. at the 

Erath Public Library for the weekly discussion 

group where attendees can share the French 

language, community stories, and more. 

The postponement began August 6, and 

Melancon said she will announce a new date for 

La Table Française to resume and will share any 

further developments. 

http://www.katc.com/
https://www.katc.com/news/wwii-pearl-harbor-navy-veteran-to-relive-history-in-french-at-la-table-francaise-this-friday
https://www.katc.com/news/vermilion-parish/la-table-francaise-postponed-due-to-covid-19
https://www.katc.com/news/vermilion-parish/non-profit-working-to-preserve-french-language-culture
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Acadian Flag House 

This house is owned by Robby Viator and is 

located in Breaux Bridge. From Mary Alice, about 

the house and food 

business: “Really delicious 

smoked chicken salad. That 

is my go-to!” 

 

 

 

Jason Theriot Interviews Jay Broussard 

On July 26, 
Jason Theriot 
is shown 
interviewing 
Jay Broussard 
at the Acadian 
Museum in 
the Royal 
Proclamation 
Room for his 
upcoming 
book and 
podcast. 

Author Seeks to Interview Cajun WWII 
Vets for Upcoming Book and Podcast 

This article by Kezia Setyawan appeared in 

Houma Today: 

An author is asking for help to find the last of the 

Cajun French-speaking veterans of World War II 

for a book he is writing about their experiences. 

Jason Theriot, a south Louisiana native who now 

lives in Houston, will turn his work into a book 

called Frenchie: The Story of the French-

Speaking Cajuns of World War II. He plans to 

accompany the book with about a dozen 

episodes of the Frenchie Podcast. 

"With their bilingual skills, these young Cajuns 

from south Louisiana served as translators and 

interpreters and proved to be an invaluable asset 

to the military overseas,” said Theriot, who has 

written histories of companies and 

organizations, including a recent book about 

Cenac Towing in Houma.  

You can read the whole article here. 

Heart of Louisiana: Town of Gueydan 

This article by Dave McNamara appeared on 

fox8live.com: 

A Cajun two-step is irresistible for some of the 

couples at this Saturday morning jam session in 

the Gueydan Museum. The museum is located 

on Main St. in a 1902 Bank Building. For the past 

few months, Gueydan has been showing off its 

deep roots in Cajun Music. 

“I had no idea the depth and expanse of 

musicians in history that we have in this town,” 

said museum volunteer Cathy Hair. 

https://www.houmatoday.com/story/news/2021/07/24/author-seeks-interview-remaining-cajun-wwii-veterans-upcoming-book/8046144002/
https://www.houmatoday.com/story/news/2021/07/24/author-seeks-interview-remaining-cajun-wwii-veterans-upcoming-book/8046144002/
https://www.fox8live.com/2021/07/23/heart-louisiana-town-gueydan/
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Hair put together this exhibit. It features 

instruments and photographs of some of the 

earliest Cajun musicians. You can see their 

fiddles, the triangle, and three accordions from 

the 1800s. 

This musical exhibit goes through the end of the 

month, but in mid-August, they have another 

exhibit that will open that features this area’s 

connection to ducks. Gueydan calls itself, the 

“Duck Capital of America,” it’s part of this small 

town’s history, and it’s personal stories that are 

shared along with the music in this old building 

on Main St. 

You can read the whole article here. For more 

information on Gueydan and its Cajun music, go 

to HeartofLouisiana.com. 

Boston Sign Replaced by Highway Dept. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It took a while, but finally the La. Highway Dept. 

replaced the three road signs that were 

destroyed by Hurricane Rita in 2005 identifying 

the hamlet of Boston. 

New Trail Captures Historic Side of 
Lafayette 

This story by Baley Champagne appeared on 

www.KATC.com:  

 A new park trail, with a historic name, now 

connects Parc Sans Souci to the Acadian Cultural 

Center. The Lafayette Atakapa-Ishak Trail 

Project at 501 Fisher Road, gives significance to 

Lafayette's earliest residents, the Atakapa-Ishak 

or "the Atakapa people," according to the tribe's 

page. 

The new trail includes elements like: trail maps at 

both ends of the trail, bicycle road markings, trail 

way-finding and directional signs, designated 

bike lanes, “Share the Road” signs, bicycle road 

markings, a solar-lighted multi-use, seven-foot 

wide concrete trail segment through Beaver 

Park, under the Highway 90 Vermilion River 

bridge, a trail head with bike racks and a picnic 

table at the Acadian Cultural Center, according 

to Lafayette's Consolidated Government 

Facebook page. 

You can read the whole article here.  

https://www.fox8live.com/2021/07/23/heart-louisiana-town-gueydan/
https://heartoflouisiana.com/
http://www.katc.com/
http://www.atakapa-ishak.org/
http://www.atakapa-ishak.org/
https://www.katc.com/news/a-new-trail-captures-the-historic-side-of-lafayette
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Day of Commemoration Photos 

Henry Perrin, 14, has 
been a museum intern 
this summer and is 
pictured in front of the 
museum with the 
beautiful balloon exhibit 
prepared by Heather 
Vincent for the Day of 
Commemoration.  

 
 
 

 
Three generations 
of the Perrin family 
are shown in front 
of the altar 
following of the 
Memorial Mass on 
July 28, 2021, left 
to right, Andy 
Perrin, Warren A. 
Perrin, and Henry 
Perrin.  

 
 

Following the bi-
lingual Memorial 
Mass at Our Lady of 
Lourdes Catholic 
Church in Erath shown 
are, left to right, Fr. 
Bill Melancon, Warren 
A. Perrin and Fr. Andre 
Metrejean. 

 

 

 
 

Diocese Held Mass to Observe  
Acadian Day of Remembrance 

This article appeared on www.katc.com: 

The Diocese of Lafayette held a Holy Mass en 

Français at Saint Martin de Tours Church on July 

28th in observance of the Acadian Day of 

Remembrance. 

The Mass remembers the date in 1755 when 

British Governor Charles Lawrence signed the 

deportation order of the Acadians from their 

homeland. That deportation is known as Le 

Grand Derangement or the Great Upheaval. 

You can read the whole article here.  

CODOFIL Files Donated to UL Archives 

My law partner Don Landry was elected District 

Attorney for the 15th Judicial District (Lafayette, 

Acadia and Vermillion Parishes) so our firm is 

downsizing. We will be selling our office building 

at 251 La Rue France and moving next door to 

our former office at 225 La Rue France. As part of 

the move, I donated of all my personal CODOFIL 

files (about 300) to the UL Archives Special 

Collections. This was ably handled by Zack Stein. I 

am making this public in case anyone wants to do 

research on the history of CODOFIL from 1993 

through 2021. All of the materials will be 

available to the public by scheduling an 

appointment with the UL Library.   

We boxed the donated papers from your office 

(13 boxes worth!) and I have transferred them to 

the archives. Thanks again for donating these 

papers to us. They will definitely augment what 

we have in your collection now.  

– Zack Stein, Head of Special  Collections 

    Edith Garland Dupré Library, UL 

https://www.katc.com/news/st-martin-parish/diocese-to-hold-mass-in-observance-of-acadian-day-of-remembrance
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Little Cajun ‘Saint’ Moves Closer to 
Canonization on Anniversary of Her Death 

This article by Ellen Fucich appeared in The Daily 

Iberian: 

             

In January, 2020, Bishop Douglas Deshotel 

officially opened the cause of Charlene Richard’s 

sainthood at a Mass in Lafayette, along with two 

other Acadiana candidates, Auguste Nonco 

Pelafigue and Rev. J. Verbis La Fleur. Charlene 

and Pelafigue were named “Servant of God” 

after the Mass, which is the first step in 

sainthood. 

Aug. 11, 2021, was the 62nd anniversary of 

Charlene Richard’s Death. There was a Mass of 

Petition commemorating the date at 6 p.m. at 

St. Edward’s Church in Richard. The pastor of St. 

Edward Church was the main celebrant.  

According to Bonnie Broussard, president of the 

Charlene Richard Foundation, the road to 

sainthood for Charlene continues. The cause has 

been put on the agenda of the U.S. Conference 

of Catholic Bishops in November, for endorse-

ment. “We’re happy, because our cause is 

moving fast, and this endorsement will give us 

more momentum. Our postulate in Rome, 

Father Escolante, has been very encouraging.” 

You can read the entire article here.  

Note: Museum Chairman Warren A. Perrin serves on her 
committee and is researching for her canonization. 

Poetic Fundraiser 

“Words For You” is a fundraising project of 

commissioned poems, stories and songs. You 

have the opportunity to have an original work 

written about you by a favorite author! All works 

will be performed at a virtual performance and 

you will receive a written copy. 

Donations help support the Festival of Words 
mission to inspire literacy and creativity for an 
underserved community through workshops and 
performances. 
 
To commission a creative work: 

1. Go to 
https://festivalofwords.org/wordsforyou.
php to begin the process 

2. Choose an author 
3. Make a donation to Festival of Words -- 

see minimums below 
4. Respond to a few questions about 

yourself (or the person the work is for) 
 

Each author will write only one piece and is not 

available to be commissioned again. Works are 

read aloud at Zoom event on September 16, 

2021. If you prefer to donate via check, contact 

Martha at the address or phone number below. 

DONATIONS: 

$50 (minimum) for one original work 

$100 (minimum) for a poem by a current or 

former Poet Laureate 

For more information, contact Martha 

fowmartha@gmail.com; 337-804-2482 

or Patrice at festivalwords@gmail.com; 337-254-

9695.  

 

https://www.iberianet.com/etc/our-little-cajun-saint-moves-closer-to-canonization-as-the-anniversary-of-her-death-is/article_88040d90-f156-11eb-ac09-63d447891e93.html
https://cts.vresp.com/c/?TheFestivalofWordsCu/c13f4b11d4/31cefe5fd8/d53faf58ac
https://cts.vresp.com/c/?TheFestivalofWordsCu/c13f4b11d4/31cefe5fd8/d53faf58ac
mailto:fowmartha@gmail.com
mailto:festivalwords@gmail.com
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Moment of Silence at the Olympics 

On July 23, during the Tokyo Olympics opening 

ceremony the crowd observed a moment of 

silence in memory of the 11 Israeli athletes and 

coaches who were killed by Palestinian terrorists 

in 1972. Two of the victims’ widows, Ilana 

Romano and Ankie Spitzer, were at the 

ceremony, which was mostly closed to spectators 

due to pandemic restrictions. This was the first 

tribute paid to the Munich Martyrs at an opening 

ceremony since the heinous terrorist act which 

was perpetrated at the summer games in Munich 

50 years ago. The move was welcomed by 

relatives of the victims and Israel's Prime 

Minister Naftali Bennett. 

"I welcome this important and historic moment. 

May their memory be blessed," Bennett wrote 

on Twitter. This is what the announcer said:   

We, the Olympic community, also remember all 

the Olympians and members of our community 

who have so sadly left us. In particular, we 

remember those who lost their lives during the 

Olympic Games. One group still holds a strong 

place in all our memories and stands for all of 

those we have lost at the games: the members of 

the Israel delegation at the Olympic Games 

Munich 1972. 

You can read more about it here.  

Note: Warren A. Perrin is writing a book about 

the Munich Olympics and the murder of his 

fellow weightlifting friend, David Berger, who 

was a Tulane student and represented the 

university in collegiate contests. The book will be 

released next year on the 50th anniversary of the 

Munich Massacres.  

Le Jam à Vermilionville: Acoustic Sessions 

Le Jam à Vermilionville: Acoustic Sessions takes 

place every Saturday from 1 to 3 p.m. and is held 

in the Performance Center at Vermilionville in 

Lafayette, La. The jam is 

open to all skill levels – 

beginner to professional. 

The jam is led by some of 

the area’s finest musicians and is open to both 

participants and those who just want to sit back 

and listen. Admission is FREE for the Jam only 

and does not include entry to the park. 

Please contact VVille@BayouVermilionDistrict.org  

or call 337-233-4077, x211 for more information.  

Our Next Poet Laureate: Dr. Mona Saloy 

The Louisiana Endowment for the Humanities 

(LEH), along with Governor John Bel Edwards, is 

excited to announce Louisiana’s newest Poet 

Laureate, Mona Lisa Saloy. Following John 

Warner Smith’s successful tenure as poet 

laureate, Saloy assumed the post beginning 

August 14 and will serve for two years.  

A native New Orleanian as well as a poet and 

folklorist, Saloy is the Conrad N. Hilton Endowed 

Professor of English at Dillard University in New 

Orleans. Her first collection of poetry, Red Beans 

& Ricely Yours: Poems (Truman State University 

Press) won the 2005 T. S. Eliot Prize for Poetry as 

well as the Pen Oakland-Josephine Miles 16th 

Annual National Literary Award in 2006.  

Her second published collection, Second Line 

Home: New Orleans Poems, was published by 

Truman State University Press in 2014. A prolific 

writer of both poetry and on folklore traditions in 

https://news.yahoo.com/olympic-opening-ceremony-honors-israelis-153200928.html
mailto:VVille@BayouVermilionDistrict.org
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Louisiana, Saloy earned a PhD and an MFA from 

Louisiana State University, an MA from San 

Francisco State University, and a BA from the 

University of Washington. Her work has also 

been published in numerous academic and 

literary journals.  

As a faculty member and mentor Saloy has 

successfully raised funds for and expanded 

English and creative writing programs at Dillard 

University, including securing major grants from 

the LEH, the National Endowment for the 

Humanities, the Mellon Foundation, and more. 

As Louisiana’s literary ambassador for the next 

two years, Saloy will travel the state encouraging 

fellow Louisianans to explore and engage with 

poetry.  For sites that wish to host programming, 

please contact Christopher Robert at (504) 620-

2639 or robert@leh.org. 

Military Exhibit: Edier “Day Dar” Broussard 

This is a 

photograph of 

Edier “Day 

Dar” 

Broussard 

from Erath 

who served in 

France during 

World War I. 

Displayed here 

are his wallet, 

dog tags and 

card with the 

American flag. Many thanks to Ron Bodin, who 

donated these materials to the museum which 

will be added to our Military Exhibit.  

Festival Acadiens et Creoles Latest Victim 
of COVID Resurgence 

This article by Claire Taylor appeared in The 

Acadiana Advocate: 

      

Festival organizers announced that  the 2021 

festival will not proceed as scheduled Oct. 8-10. 

Patrick Mould, the festival’s vice president of 

programming and development, said in an 

interview the festival’s board of directors made 

the decision to postpone Wednesday night after 

reviewing regional and state data of the fourth 

COVID-19 surge. 

Belizaire the Cajun 35th Anniversary Event 

Unfortunately, the Belizaire the Cajun 35th 

Anniversary event that was scheduled for 

September 19 is cancelled. They will reach out to 

everyone who has registered and provide them 

with a new date, most likely late October, early 

November. The event is also likely to be virtual. 

Living Legend Death 

Sadly, Noe Raywood Broussard has died.  Noe 

was inducted into the Order of Living Legends on 

January 12, 2013. 

mailto:robert@leh.org
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Luc Godin Hired as UL’s New Tennis Coach 

This article appeared in The Advocate: 

Luc Godin has officially been named as the 

program’s 10th head coach, Vice President for 

Intercollegiate Athletics Dr. Bryan Maggard 

announced on Monday. 

Godin, who spent the 2020-21 season as an 

assistant coach at Tyler Junior College, served as 

associate head coach for the Ragin’ Cajuns men’s 

program from 2017-20. 

While at Tyler, he was primarily responsible for 

on-court coaching, using data analytics to 

breakdown matches and writing scouting reports 

for the team. During the 2020-21 season, the 

team posted a perfect 13-0 record, including a 7-

0 mark away from home. 

Godin coached 11 All-Americans, two National 

Player of the Year recipients and helped the 

team win five national team championships 

while on staff at Tyler. 

You can read the rest of the article here. 

Ethan Legé Wins TCL Player of the Year as 3 
Cane Cutters Earn ALL-TCL Team Honors 

This was release was issued by the Cane Cutters 

baseball team: 

3rd Baseman Ethan Legé capped an incredible 

season by being awarded the Texas Collegiate 

League Player of the Year. Shortstop Jack Schell 

and Pitcher Josh Mancuso were also named to 

the 2021 All TCL Team. 

For more information on the Cane Cutters, go to 

www.canecuttersbaseball.com.  Ethan Legé is 

David Dronet’s grandson. Dronet is a member of 

the executive committee of the museum. 

Louisiana Military Museum Hosts First 
Annual Patriot Day Banquet 

In honor of the 20th anniversary of 9/11, the 

Louisiana Military Museum will host its first 

Annual Patriot Day Banquet 

on Saturday, September 11 

from 5 to 8 p.m.  This elegant 

evening will include a special 

9/11 tribute, a catered dinner 

served by our “celebrity” 

board members, and an 

hour-long patriotic musical 

performance by the National 

World War II Museum’s Victory Belles. A live and 

silent auction will help raise funds to unveil a 

brand-new exhibit that supports the museum’s 

mission “to honor our veterans and remember 

their stories.” This permanent exhibit will 

highlight Louisiana’s military contributions and 

feature relevant artifacts, c. 1700-present. 

Limited numbers of individual and group tickets 

are available here.  

Those unable to attend are invited to visit 

www.LaMilitaryMuseum.org to make an online 

donation. The museum is an independent 

501(c)3 non-profit entity entirely supported by 

private donations. The Louisiana Military 

Museum is located in the green hangar of the 

Chris Crusta Memorial Airport at 911 Revis 

Sirmon Loop, Abbeville, LA 70510. For more 

information, follow the Louisiana Military 

Museum on FaceBook, visit the website (above) 

or call 337.898.9645 

https://www.theadvocate.com/acadiana/sports/ul_lafayette/article_7aadb0aa-fedb-11eb-97a7-7be2dac94bf6.html
http://www.canecuttersbaseball.com/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1st-annual-patriot-day-banquet-tickets167129951183?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
http://www.lamilitarymuseum.org/
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Duplantis, Louisiana Native and Cajun Wins 
the Pole Vault Gold at Olympics 

This story appeared on WBRZ 2: 

Armand “Mondo” Duplantis representing 

Sweden won the Olympic gold medal in the pole 

vault, according to the Associated Press. He is a 

native of Lafayette. 

The 21-year-old was victorious at the Tokyo 

Games, achieving a height of 6.02 meters and 

then raising the bar to 6.19 meters in hopes of 

breaking his own world record. 

But Duplantis missed all three times when he 

tried to beat his world record of 6.18 meters. 

Duplantis comes from a fusion of Cajun and 

Swedish culture as his father is of Cajun descent 

and his mother is from Sweden. According to 

Duplantis’ grandfather, Bobby Duplantis, a 

Lafayette attorney, he is a descendant of many 

Acadian lines: maternal you have Martin and 

Bernard and paternal of Boudreaux. Jean-

Baptiste Duplantis was the only one to come to 

North America. The family settled in Terrebonne 

Parish. 

You can read the entire article here. 

Louisiana Eucharistic Boat Procession 
Celebrates Faith, Family, Tradition 

This article appeared in The Catholic Sun: 

The annual Fête-Dieu du Teche in the Diocese of 

Lafayette is a “time for all of us to renew our 

faith,” following the example of the first 

Acadians who were “led by their faith” when 

they came to Louisiana, said Lafayette Bishop J. 

Douglas Deshotel. 

The 40-mile eucharistic procession by boat and 

on foot along the Bayou Teche is now in its 

seventh year. It always takes place on the feast 

of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 

Aug. 15. In addition to prayers to Mary, prayers 

will be offered this year for the sanctification and 

unification of families. In 2020, participants 

prayed for an end to the pandemic. 

This year’s procession marked the 256th 

anniversary of the arrival of the Acadians. 

Persecuted for being Catholic, they were driven 

from what is now Nova Scotia and sent into 

exile. Many ended up settling in Louisiana. 

They “were the first examples of ethnic cleansing 

in the New World when they were forced to 

leave their homes and go into exile because of 

their Catholic faith at the end of the French and 

Indian War,” Bishop Deshotel said in remarks 

ahead of this year’s Fête-Dieu du Teche. 

“A large number of them found their homes in 

South Louisiana, which was Catholic and 

French,” he said. “Many settlements were 

established along the Teche river where they 

built churches, homes and a new life.” 

You can read about it here. 

 

https://www.wbrz.com/news/duplantis-louisiana-native-wins-pole-vault-gold-at-olympics/
https://www.catholicsun.org/2021/08/04/louisiana-eucharistic-boat-procession-celebrates-faith-family-tradition/
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FRENCH/ACADIAN NEWS 

Canadian Minister of Heritage 
Commemorates the Great Upheaval 

We saw this statement from Steven Guilbeaut, a 

member of the Canadian parliament and 

Minister of Canadian Heritage, and noted how 

well it describes the Acadian struggle: 

On this day 266 years ago, the Acadian people 

faced the tragedy of the Great Upheaval. In 1755, 

about 10,000 Acadians were violently torn from 

their roots and taken from their family and 

community. The British authorities forcibly 

deported them from their lands and left them 

without any support. 

Thousands of Acadians perished during the 

Deportation, a long and arduous journey from 

New France (today Nova Scotia, New Brunswick 

and Prince Edward Island) to the American 

colonies, Louisiana or France.  

Despite the pain, the trauma, and the damage 

caused by this tragedy, the Acadians have held 

their heads high and continue to educate 

Canadians about their history.  

Some families proudly returned to settle in 

Acadia over time. It is thanks to the courage, 

resilience and perseverance of these people that 

we know the Acadia of today: a dynamic 

community with a rich identity and culture that 

continues to thrive in an array of artistic, cultural, 

business and sporting fields. 

You can read the entire statement here. 

Acadian Day Celebrated in Truro, NS 

We read about this on Saltwire, the news site for 

several Canadian publications: 

For Yvette Saulnier, director of the Francophone 

Community Centre of Truro NS, it seemed like, 

when they passed by [a local bar] while 

celebrating Acadian Day with their “noise” 

parade, patrons on the patio knew exactly what 

was going on. 

“There was a whole bunch of people on their 

deck and when we went by, they were waving 

hooting and hollering themselves – it looked like 

they knew what we were doing.” They did. 

The Prince Street pub and eatery has a tradition 

of holding Acadian Day celebrations but wasn’t 

aware of the center’s presence in Truro and their 

activities. Truro saw its largest Acadian Day 

celebration yet on Aug. 15. 

You can read the entire article here.  

     

Francophone Community Centre of Truro director Yvette 
Saulnier (left), is joined by colleagues Jocelyne Hovey 
(third from left) and Delaney Clarke (right), as well as bar 
manager Nicole DeCoste, to talk about the Acadian Day 
celebration event they have partnered on Aug. 15. (photo 
by Richard MacKenzie. 

https://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/statement-by-minister-guilbeault-on-the-day-of-commemoration-of-the-great-upheaval-883415959.html
https://www.saltwire.com/atlantic-canada/communities/colchester-county/large-acadian-day-celebration-coming-to-truro-aug-15-100621531/
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Statement by Prime Minster Trudeau  
on National Acadian Day 

The Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau, issued the 

following statement on National Acadian Day: 

Today, we celebrate the rich Acadian heritage 

and the outstanding contributions that Acadians 

make to our national fabric. 

The history of the Acadians is one of 

extraordinary resilience and perseverance. 

Braving exile, forced displacement, and 

discrimination, the Acadians have succeeded 

over centuries in making their culture, traditions, 

and language survive and flourish. 

This unique identity is what we are celebrating 

today. It was 140 years ago that the delegates of 

the first national Acadian convention in 

Memramcook chose August 15 for their national 

holiday. Every year since that historic moment, 

Acadians – and all those passionate about Acadie 

– gather to celebrate this vibrant, united 

community, showing just how well it wears its 

motto ‘l’union fait la force’ – strength in numbers. 

This year’s national holiday will be no exception. 

Whether held in person, virtually, or in a hybrid 

format, community celebrations will feature 

traditional meals, concerts, fireworks, and 

tintamarres to promote Acadian culture and 

French identity in Acadie. 

“These celebrations demonstrate the vitality of 

our communities and help shape a more open 

and even more diverse Canada. They are also 

part of our economic recovery. That's why the 

government will continue to support community 

events and invest in revitalizing tourism, so that 

we can all discover the great places and activities 

our country has to offer. 

“On behalf of the Government of Canada, 

Sophie and I wish a happy National Acadian Day 

to everyone in Canada and around the world 

celebrating today.” 

https://pm.gc.ca/en/news/statements/2021/08/

15/statement-prime-minister-national-acadian-

day 

Group Seeks to Honor Beausoleil 

An Acadian group called Nation Prospère is trying 

to have Joseph “Beausoleil” Broussard 

recognized as a National Hero up in Canada. 

Jean-Robert Frigault, a friend of the museum, 

explains that the proposal for recognition is at its 

first of three steps with the Canadian authorities. 

Frigault mentions that Dr. Ronnie Gilles LeBlanc, 

who is on the nominating committee, has said 

that the proposal looks good to pass to the next 

step.  

Nation Prospère Acadie is an organization that 

“develops and implements durable solutions to 

enable Atlantic Canada’s Acadian People to 

thrive in the 21st century.” You can read about 

them here. 

 

https://pm.gc.ca/en/news/statements/2021/08/15/statement-prime-minister-national-acadian-day
https://pm.gc.ca/en/news/statements/2021/08/15/statement-prime-minister-national-acadian-day
https://pm.gc.ca/en/news/statements/2021/08/15/statement-prime-minister-national-acadian-day
https://en.nationprospere.ca/
https://en.nationprospere.ca/
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Fête Nationale de l’Acadie at Fort Anne 

 

For the first time in memory, National Acadian 

Day was celebrated Sunday, August 15, 2021 

with a flag raising ceremony at Fort Anne 

National Historical Site in Annapolis Royal, Nova 

Scotia, which was previously the Acadian capitol 

of Port-Royal during the 17th and 18th centuries. 

Up to the year 1755, at least three and four 

generations of Acadian families lived and worked 

the lands all along the Dauphin, today known as 

the Annapolis River. The Saint-Jean Baptiste 

parish was at Port-Royal and the remnant of the 

parish church is on the site of Fort Anne. The 

garrison cemetery at the fort is where most of 

the Acadian families’ ancestors are buried.   

A brief narrative of the Acadian history of the 

area was presented by Alain LeBlanc and Mark 

Hebert.  Children shared their family’s history. 

The flag was raised by the Hebert family boys, 

while Leon Stuart,  grandson of a well-known 

violinist of the Clare, NS region and also a fiddler, 

performed three pieces including the Acadian 

National Anthem at the same time as the flag 

was raised by the Hebert boys. 

The event was sponsored by AFAP, L’Association 

des familles acadiennes de Port-Royal 1632-1755. 

This new group has recently been formed to 

rightly recognize the first French/Acadian 

families that came to Acadie and established  

roots in old “Port-Royal,” the cradle of Acadia. 

Karel Roynette and Family Return to Visit 

 

 

Shown are: 
Karel, Hugo, and 
Jamie Roynette. 
Not pictured is 
William 
Roynette, their 
other son. 

 

 

In 2006, Warren Perrin met Karel Roynette at a 

conference in Versailles, France. Perrin invited 

Roynette to do his legal internship at his 

Lafayette law firm after he finished law school. 

He accepted and spent two years working for the 

Perrin law firm. While in Lafayette, Roynette met 

his future wife Jamie, who was majoring in 

French in UL Lafayette.  They married and 

returned to live in Paris where Roynette recently 

opened his own law office. 

Me Karel Roynette 

8 rue de Turin  
75008 Paris, France 
+33788773886 
k.roynette@avocat-roynette.com 

mailto:k.roynette@avocat-roynette.com
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LAGNIAPPE 

Visit the Boutique / Get Cool Stuff ! 

 

Another way to support the museum is by 

visiting our online boutique and purchasing 

books or souvenirs. Our latest book, Seeking an 

Acadian Nation, traces the movement toward 

Acadian reunification from the 1800s to the 

1930s. Other titles and souvenirs include: 

• Acadie Then and Now: A People's History 

with articles by Cajun and Acadian authors 

from around the world. This book won the 

Prix France-Acadie in 2015. 

• Acadian Redemption - From Beausoleil 

Broussard to the Queen’s Royal 

Proclamation by Warren Perrin. 

• A Century of Acadian Culture, Erath (1899-

1999) by General Curney Dronet. 

• The Foundations of Acadia by Richard 

Armstrong and Sara Beanlands. 

• Historical “picture books” on Vermilion, 

Iberia, and St. Landry parishes. 

• T-shirts, posters, and reproductions. 

Coming Soon: Acadian Museum TV! 

 

D.L. Menard at Lake Peigeur 

Later this year, we hope to release our own 

YouTube channel of Cajun and Acadian video 

treasures. If you value Acadian/Cajun culture and 

heritage and want to help preserve it, there is no 

better way that to help with our latest project! 

The Acadian Museum has a collection of 250 VHS 

video tapes of our local heroes, dating back half a 

century to our founding. Your donations can help 

make it happen. Here is just one of the videos 

that we are queuing up for your enjoyment: D.L. 

Menard playing outdoors at Lake Peigneur with 

the Rees Family Band.   

https://youtu.be/9EHP2TV8Y4A  

You can help us by going to www.YouTube.com,  

finding the best videos on all things Cajun or 

Acadian, and sending your links to 

rybernard@gmail.com. Once we have a critical 

mass of these videos ready for viewing, we will 

launch the Acadian Museum TV Channel. Stay 

tuned and meanwhile click here to help. 

https://www.acadianmuseum.com/boutique.html
https://www.acadianmuseum.com/Seeking_Nation.html
https://www.acadianmuseum.com/Seeking_Nation.html
https://acadianmuseum.com/Acadie_then_and_now.html
https://acadianmuseum.com/redemption.html
https://www.acadianmuseum.com/howtohelp.html
https://youtu.be/9EHP2TV8Y4A
http://www.youtube.com/
mailto:rybernard@gmail.com
https://www.acadianmuseum.com/howtohelp.html

